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MOTTO 
	

“Esok dirimukan terbang, memeluk mimpi yang akhirnya kesampaian 

Esok dirimu kan terbang, Tak habis fikir kami melepas pemenang.” 

(Jimi Multhazam “MORFEM”) 
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A. Background of the Study 
 

Researchers have discussed applying authentic materials as learning materials in EFL. 

Based on research that conducted by Fatima (2013), the teacher indicated an ideal reading 

class should be combined authentic materials and pedagogical materials. However, after 

several tests the result is showing that learner's having a positive attitude on daily 

communication skills (Reading, Writing, Speaking). 

One of the kinds of authentic materials is News item printed or audiovisual, using 

authentic news item to teaching English language give the student a chance to interact with 

the real-world event and giving student materials that familiar with them. According to Park 

(2011), using authentic materials can enhance critical reading literacy and raising awareness 

of related problems and using it as a tool for brainstorming, will create a generation that is 

ready for multilingualism. 

Based on my observation for field study program, the method used by the teachers is 

teacher-center which takes the teacher as the main resource in the class. After open the class 

the teacher explains the topic to the students clearly and used clear questioning to check the 

student's understanding. Using this method is suitable because that gives the teachers full 

control of the classroom environment. After asking the teachers that teaching English 

language on that school, the researchers found that the teachers only used textbooks that 

distributed by the government, this cause the student geting bored and not interested with the 

activity.	Seeing this phenomenon the researches attempt to apply another type of materials. 

On this research explain about the step and stages of applying authentic materials for teaching 

news item. 
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B. Construct  

The concept of authentic materials has been defined by some scholars in the past twenty 

years. In terms of functions, Tomlinson (2017) argues that authentic text is functioned 

primarily for communication. Similarly, (Harmer, 1991) claims that authentic text has 

nothing to do with educational purposes, but more on daily communication use. Thus, those 

authentic materials has created initially for communication tools, not for pedagogical 

purposes.  

In terms of the manifestation, authentic materials made with the aim not for education 

by native speakers (Bacon & Finnemann, 1990: 35). Previous studies highlighted that 

authentic materials are produced for purposes other than to teach language, such a print 

materials like newspapers or calender or spoken materials like public announcements, 

regardless it is made by native or non-native speakers (Nunan, 1988:101), and contains 

original communicative and socio-cultural context (Mishan, 2005). The use of authentic 

materials in the classrooms although it needs two conditions; student English level, and 

criteria on the materials itself (Heitler, 2005)  

Thus, (Lee, 1995) proposes some considerations in selecting authentic materials;  

1. Textual Authenticity, which means must not change or simplify in any way 

because by simplifying, it will lose its authenticity.  

2.  Appropriateness of content means that the materials should interest and 

motivate the students as well as meet the students’ needs. 

3. Compatibility with course objectives means that the authentic materials than 

given in the classroom should be parallel with the curriculum. 

4. Effectiveness refers to how the material can develop students’ speaking ability. 
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Therefore using authentic materials in classroom need several criteria that can be 

accept, choose stories that are proficiency-level appropriate; political and science related 

and provide a window into the target culture. Because language and culture are 

interconnected, understanding the social context of language is extremely important. 

Incorporating the teaching of culture into a language curriculum can be used as a vehicle for 

teaching students how to communicate more effectively. 

On this occasion the researchers try to used authentic news item, news items are text 

that used to inform readers, listeners, or viewers of the day's events that are newsworthy or 

important. We often find it in the newspaper because that section often tells the reader about 

a big, important, interesting, tragic, entertaining or fresh event or event that everyone should 

know about it. Wilbur Schramm (1949), who pointed out that news exists in the minds of 

the people, “news is not the event but is the report of the event”, introduced an interesting 

point. In the modern era news item has been switching from printed to online media 

resources, this change has several factors including ease, practicality and wasteful factors of 

the use of paper. There are so many types of news that we can find ranging from economics, 

politics, and sports, culinary, to natural disasters. Bndaka (2007) explain that using authentic 

materials in classroom (newspapers and magazines) to familiarize students with authentic 

sources of reading, retrain them use mother tongue reading skills and make them efficient 

and independent readers. but on this occasion the researchers use natural disasters news to 

teaching in MAN 2 Sleman yogyakarta. 
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C. Implementation of Teaching Practice 
 

In this section, I described the implementation and the steps of learning the English 

language using Authentic Materials (News Item). The researcher conducted this teaching 

practice in a secondary school in Yogyakarta, the main topic that the researcher taught about 

News Item. In this phase, supervisor teachers did not allow the researchers to applied Ice 

Breaking activity due to inadequate time.  
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Pre-Teaching  

Before i started teaching i did some preparation those are, find Lesson Plan about 

News item as my reference for teaching, for the materials i gathered from online news 

media (Jakarta Post). The reason why i chose the news about natural disasters, Indonesia 

had several times experienced natural disasters. Therefore, i decided to provide teaching 

materials about natural disasters so that students capable sort and make good and reliable 

news of natural disasters.  After that, i prepared supporting facilities that help to teach and 

learning activity whiteboard, attendance list, projector. 

On this occasion i decide to have several criteria on what kind of news item that i 

applied on the activity, in terms of  the level of difficulty i consider to use text that the 

level of vocabulary and the social cultural aspect on intermediate level, in terms of the 

lenght of the text is less than 500 words. 

 

Picture 1. News From Online News Media	
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While Teaching 

Before i started the lesson, i invited all the students to pray together and check the 

attendance. Since this my second time teaching in here some of the students feel 

comfortable with me. i started to ask them several questions that related with the materials, i 

asked them about some news that they interested, asking the student what they understand 

about a news item, after collecting all the answer i started to explain about the definition and 

the text structure the students little bit confuse with the vocabulary, so i simplified the 

definition using Indonesian language after they understand, i distributed them some news 

text and read it together after reading it together i give student instruction to identify each 

component such a headline, newsworthy, background events and source. Before we are 

going to the next activity i divided the students into 5 groups, each group should make a 

news text according to the predetermined theme, after the student gathered with their own 

groups i start to check each group work.  

 

 

   Picture 2. Materials for teaching news item 
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    Picture 3. Checking Student Understanding  

 

Post Teaching 

After finished, each student should choose one member to read their news text in front of 

the class, but unfortunately the time is offer so some several groups can not read their news 

item text in front of the class. I found several problems that happen in classroom during the 

activity	first,	some of my students still having difficulties in understanding what i said. This 

problem happen cause their english ability may low in terms of listening, speaking lack of 

vocabulary. Second, the student easily distracted it happen because they seeking attention 

from their classmates. To overcome this i start repeat what I said first and then i translate it 

in indonesian, and for the second problem i start to pay more attention to students who are 

looking for attention. 
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D. Conclusion 

Using Authentic Materials for teaching news item give student more real-world event 

that surrounds their environment, using authentic news that student knows and interested 

will give more excitement to the student. this best practice report hopefully gives teachers 

another perspective to sorting teaching materials that more relevant and impactful in the 

classroom. 
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